Baseball Gold Rules
This is an instructional Division designed to introduce the kids to competitive play. Coaches pitch from 32 feet. There is no official score kept. There are no standings or playoffs for this Division.
a.  The lineup will include everyone (everyone bats the whole game). Defensively, 10 players are allowed on the field at one time including 4 outfielders. All players must play at least 4 innings in the field. No player may sit out more than 1 inning until all players on the team have also sat out at least 1 inning.
b.  Players do not pitch. The ball is pitched by the coach or his designee (not a player) from one knee.
c.  There are no umpires assigned to the game (coach/pitcher is umpire).
d.  No leading or stealing is allowed.
e.  Until the second Saturday in May, an inning ends when all players in the lineup have batted. From the second Saturday in May on, an inning ends when 3 outs are made or all players in the lineup have batted, whichever comes first.
f.  Until the second Saturday in May, there are no strikeouts. If the ball is not put in play after 5 swings, the batter is awarded first base. From the second Saturday in May on, strikeouts occur after 3 swings and misses, ignoring foul balls.
g.  Bunting is allowed.
h.  The pitcher's position is required to be fielded by a different player every inning. An effort should be made to see that all players have equal exposure to infield and outfield play every game.
i.  Setup (Defense) 
1.  Bases 60 feet apart.
2.  Pitcher's rubber is 32 feet from home plate.
3.  10 defensive players in the field: catcher, "pitcher" (who plays next to the coach who is pitching), 4 other infielders and 4 outfielders. The defensive team should have 4 outfielders evenly spread.
4.  The defensive team should station a coach in short center field in a position usually occupied by the umpire. The coach may not disrupt play but is allowed to quietly position and encourage fielders.
j.  Lineup (Offense) 
1.  Every player present bats throughout the game. If the day of the game there are 12 players present then 12 players bat around. If 14, then 14 bat.
2.  A team can play with less than 9 players.
3.  The game ends after the sixth inning or after 1 hour and 45 minutes, whichever comes first.
