LMLL/LMBRL Travel Softball 

Updated April 2009
Program Overview

The LMLL/LMBRL Travel Softball program (the “Travel Softball Program”) provides eligible girls an opportunity to play softball at a level of play that is more challenging than the level of play in our recreational leagues, but below the level of a private travel or tournament team.  

Through participation in the Travel Softball Program, girls are able to further develop their softball skills, increase their knowledge of the game, gain experience playing at a competitive level, and have fun while doing so.  Winning games is an objective; yet, our principal emphasis is on development of skills and sportsmanship and creating a memorable bond amongst the girls in the Travel Softball Program.

To participate in the Travel Softball Program, a player must not only demonstrate an advanced aptitude of the core softball skills (e.g., throwing/pitching, catching and hitting), she must also be able to make a serious commitment to her prospective team for the entirety of the travel softball season. There are multiple practices and games every week, some in distant locations.  Our Travel Softball Program usually joins the summer and fall leagues run by the Westchester-Putnam Baseball Association (although occasionally our teams may participate in other leagues).  During a season, our teams travel, and parents are required to drive players, to fields that are mostly in Westchester County, but a few may be in Putnam County, Connecticut or elsewhere, up to 1 – 1-1/2 hours away.  

Player Eligibility / Registration Fee
To be eligible to participate in the Travel Program, girls must:

(1) reside in Larchmont, Mamaroneck or Rye Neck school districts; and

(2) register on the LMLL/LMBRL website and pay the registration fee; and

(3) provide documentary proof (e.g. birth certificate, passport, etc.) of being “Softball Age” from 9 to 16; and

(4)
have played in the Spring LMLL/LMBRL recreational program that Spring, although the applicable LMLL/LMBRL Executive Committee may, in their discretion, waive this particular requirement if an otherwise eligible and qualified girl played on a school team and circumstances prevented her from participating in the Spring recreational programs.  

The Registration Fee for Summer teams typically will fall within a range of $250 - $300 per player.  This fee includes the league costs incurred for, among other things, uniforms, league fees, umpires, balls and insurance.   In addition, some teams will require ancillary fees for batting cage time or other items.

The Registration Fee for Fall teams typically will fall within a range of $150 - $200 per player, plus the possible ancillary fees referenced above.

Teams / Age Groups
The Travel Softball Program may field one or more teams in each of the following age groups: 10U (i.e., “Softball Age Ten and Under”), 12U, 14U and 16U.  “Softball Age” is defined as the age a player was on December 31 of the previous calendar year.

The Travel Softball Program does not participate in any spring travel leagues because our recreational program comes first; Travel Softball Players are expected to participate and be solid contributors to the LMLL/LMBRL recreational softball programs before being considered for a travel team. 

The number of teams that are fielded in the Summer and Fall travel seasons will depend upon the availability of interested and qualified coaches and players, as well as the availability of fields and competitors.  

There are typically three coaches and twelve full-time players on each team, although this number can vary depending on various factors.


All Travel teams have regular practices at which attendance is mandatory for the players and the coaches. 

Summer Travel Softball teams typically play a 15-20 game season of weeknight (and some weekend) games over a 6 - 7 week period spanning from the end of the school year (late June) through the middle of August.   Summer Travel teams may also participate in one or more weekend-long tournaments.  Summer Travel teams play under the full rules of the American Softball Association, which include restrictions on the number of batters in a lineup and player substitutions.  

Fall Travel teams typically play a 16 game season consisting of a double-header every Sunday morning during September and October.  In limited circumstances, a Sunday double-header can be changed to the preceding Saturday, if approved by both teams; thus, weekend availability is expected of all players and coaches.  Fall Travel teams may participate in one or more weekend-long tournaments.

The Fall season, while competitive and challenging, offers a more relaxed and instructional environment than does the summer season, employing ASA rules that are adjusted to permit (but not require) “roster batting” and “free substitution” of players.

Selection of Coaches
The LMLL and LMBRL Executive Committees select and appoint coaches from the pool of experienced volunteers who have coached in the recreational programs and who are willing to make the significant time commitment required to manage a travel team in accordance with the expectations of the LMLL and LMBRL Executive Committees.

Travel coaches are selected based on a variety of factors, including experience coaching in the travel and recreational program, quality and demeanor of coaching, and commitment to the program.
Any adult with prior LMLL/LMBRL coaching experience who wants to be considered to coach a Travel Softball team must register on the LMLL/LMBRL web-site: www.larchmontmamaronecklittleleague.org.  

Requests to coach with another coach will be considered by the LMLL and LMBRL Executive Committees, but such requests are not guaranteed.
Selection of Players
The selection of players to a Travel Softball team is within the sole and exclusive discretion of the LMLL/LMBRL Executive Committees. 

As a general rule, the Travel Softball Program uses the Spring Little League and Babe Ruth League seasons as a 6-8 week tryout.  We have found that watching a player perform over the course of a season is a more effective way of judging talent and demeanor than relying exclusively on a formal tryout.  During the course of the Spring season, Travel Softball coaches and LMLL and LMBRL Board members attend games regularly to evaluate potential Travel players.  In addition, they will solicit both formal and informal input regarding individual players from Spring season coaches and, in some cases, school coaches.

After evaluating players during the Spring season, the coaches of each Travel team recommend for selection those individuals they believe are the strongest players overall, as well as those who excel at a specialized position (e.g., catcher, pitcher) in order to facilitate the formation of the best all around team.  The coaches’ recommendations to the LMLL or LMBRL Executive Committee, as applicable, will be made within the parameters established by those committees. 

Because the LMLL/LMBRL Travel Softball Program is not yet as developed as its companion travel baseball program, the LMLL and LMBRL Executive Committees may determine in any year that a supplemental try-out is advisable in order to create the best overall set of travel softball teams.  In such a case, the leagues shall disseminate the date(s) and time(s) of the tryouts, which may be either “open” or “by invitation” depending upon the circumstances presented.  

 If there will be two teams in an age bracket (as determined by the applicable Executive Committee), coaches and the applicable Executive Committee will assign players to teams via an orderly selection process, subject to parameters established by the respective committee.  Families will not be able to choose the team or coaches for whom their child plays.

In constructing Fall teams, the LMLL and LMBRL Executive Committees will afford a priority to all Summer Travel players who wish to continue playing in the Fall and are willing to make the commitment to softball over other sports.  Open spots remaining on Fall teams will be filled based on skill and commitment levels.  

As set forth more fully below, a participation commitment from players and parents is required for a child to be eligible to play Travel Softball.  
Required Commitment
Playing Travel Softball requires a heightened level of dedication.  Summer teams typically practice or play games as often as four to six days per week.  Fall teams require players to be available on every weekend day from September through October, and may involve one or two weekday afternoon or evening practices per week.  Because of the higher level of play in the Travel leagues as compared to the LMLL/LMBRL Spring leagues, frequent and intense full-team practices are critical to a fulfilling experience for the coaches and players. 

For a player to participate in the Travel softball program, she must commit herself to participate in all but an extremely limited number of the team’s practices and all of a team’s games (with extremely rare exceptions consented to by the head coach).  Players’ parents are expected to actively support this commitment.  Softball must be the priority sport for that child.  Summer softball certainly allows time for other activities, particularly on weekdays until mid-afternoon, but each player must commit to be available to her team as the primary activity.  This does not leave time for sleepaway camp or lengthy family vacations during the season – families of summer players typically take their vacations after the season is over.

Road games are typically played at sites that require drives of 30 – 90 minutes.  Players are expected to arrive well ahead of game times and stay throughout the games.  Occasionally tournaments or scheduling irregularities will require full days at the field, as well as stretches of consecutive game days.

Timing
Key milestones will be as follows:

Summer Teams:
· Travel Softball coaches are selected promptly after the Spring season commences.  Their names and team assignments will be posted to the LMLL/LMBRL web-site.

· Team selection will be completed by early-June

· Season practices may start in early to mid-June; the Summer season typically runs from late June until mid-August.  Travel practices and meetings will not interfere with the Spring season.

· Summer games are held on both weekdays (typically starting late afternoon or in the evening if on lighted fields) and weekends (day or night)

· Summer practices are typically held in late afternoons or evenings

Fall:

· Fall Travel coaches are selected by early August

· Roster priority is given to returning Summer players, but open slots will be filled in August

· Fall practices start in late August or early September; the Fall season typically starts the week after Labor Day and runs until late October.

· Fall games are played typically on Sunday mornings, but can be scheduled on either Saturday or Sunday of every weekend.  Game times vary from morning to night, and double-headers are customary.
